
FALL  2015 

End  

Midlands  

Homelessness  

 

 

 
Inclement Weather   

Center opens 
November 1 

 
Homelessness and    

Hunger Awareness Week 
November 15-21 

 
Reconstructing Home 

Art Show 
November 17 

5:30pm-8:30pm 
Tapp’s Arts Center 

 

MACH Prayer Breakfast 
November 20 

Washington Street UMC-Soup Cellar 
Tickets Required 

 
 
 

Thanksgiving Day 
November 26 

 
 

A Step in the Right Direction 
 

A few months ago, Transitions identified a 
need for positive role models for  many of 
our homeless clients. After a few calls to  
one of our regular volunteers, our         
mentoring program was born.  

 

John C. Crosby 
once  said   that   
mentoring  is   a 
brain to pick, an 
ear to listen, and 
a  push  in     the 
right  direction. 
Frank     James 
says that   he is 
getting  this  and 
a whole lot more 
through         the 
Transitions 
Mentoring    
Program.    The 
path of  success 
can    oftentimes 
be  difficult      to 
navigate,  but 
Frank now     
has     a  mentor 
to help him along the way. 

 

Frank says that his mentor helps him see 
his way through life. He  considers the one-
on-one time with his mentor to be priceless. 
They meet   once a week to talk about 
Frank’s goals and plans. Frank       explains 
that his mentor  listens and is a helpful 
guide for all issues in his life.  

 

In just a short time, Frank has  already 
made several positive changes! He has 
been able to secure a part-time job and is 
actively looking for stable, full-time        
employment. He has even been able to get 
on the waiting list for a vehicle from the       
Cooperative Ministry. Frank has  also been  
exploring the idea of going back to school! 
He has an interest in Broadcast Media, and 
he has been in touch with the Broadcasters 
Mentoring Group in effort to learn more 
about the process of working in that      
profession. His mentor has also been in 

contact with a television broadcaster to 
discuss Frank’s aspirations.  

 

Frank’s mentor and his Transitions Case 
Manager have been in close contact to 

help him with other 
areas of need as 
well. Frank has an    
appointment with 
Eau Claire Health 
Clinic for much 
needed dental 
work, and his   
mentor is helping 
him find community       
resources that will 
help with the        
co-pay for the    
procedure.   

 

Even though the 
Transitions      
Mentoring Program 
started just a few 
months ago, the 
positive impacts 
will last a lifetime 

for both Frank and his mentor. Moreover, 
if you  happen to be in a room with them, 
you would think that they have known 
each other for years.  

 

Frank is grateful to Transitions for bringing   
him  and his mentor    together.   When 
asked about  whether he thought other 
people could  benefit  from  this   program,  
he   said he   would   highly     recommend      
this opportunity to both mentors and 
mentees alike.  

 

There are several clients that need your 

help! If you are  interested  in   becoming 

a mentor to a homeless man or woman, 

please contact Sharon Pinckney at 803-

708-4861 x207. Training will be provided!  

The life you change might just be   

your own! 

Celebrate our news and events with us, and find out how you can help!  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnccros137546.html?src=t_mentoring
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnccros137546.html?src=t_mentoring
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnccros137546.html?src=t_mentoring
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnccros137546.html?src=t_mentoring
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnccros137546.html?src=t_mentoring


Abraham Lewis has been a Case 
Manager at Transitions since 
2011.  In addition to working with 
clients in the Transitional 
Housing program, his passion is 
the job skills class that he 
teaches here at Transitions.  “I 
believe that jobs are truly part of 
the recovery process”, he tells 
us. Abraham teaches his class 
the 3 P’s: Preparation, People, 
and Plan. He tells his students 
that, “People hire people”. He 
encourages his students to 
connect with people and never 
quit networking, eventually they 

will meet the right person and their life will change. Abraham 
says his favorite part of his job is seeing people finally get 
housing. He says every client is different and has different goals 
to obtain. He feels like his job is to get them the best information 
possible to help them reach their goals. He remembers one 
gentleman that was going to classes to get a drivers license. He 
said he will never forget the look on his face when he walked up 
the sidewalk holding his new license high in the air. He told 
Abraham, “It is the first time in 10 years I have had one of 
these,” and he was smiling from ear to ear. Abraham says things 
like that seem so simple, and many of us take them for granted. 
But for our client, it was big. Abraham always remembers that.   

Abraham is an essential part of the Transitions team, and we are 
grateful for the help he has given to so many homeless men and 
women! 

Foods regularly contributes to Transitions 
with food    donations and supports our    
Reconstructing Home Art Show every      
November. 

We are grateful for the work Whole Foods 
has done in our community and for the 
homeless at Transitions, and we look forward 
to continuing to partner with them to END 
MIDLANDS HOMELESSNESS! 

 

Meet the Staff– Abraham Lewis 

As this newsletter is delivered to you, 
many of our neighbors are still suffering 
from the recent flood.  Transitions has 
been involved with the flood relief from the 
earliest hours when the City decided to 
open the Inclement Weather Center (IWC) 
on Friday October 2nd.  This no-notice 
opening challenged our staff which came 
through magnificently.  Many worked extra 
shifts to ensure Transitions continued to 
operate even while some staff could not 
get to work because of blocked roadways.  
Then, because of a fear of flooding, the 
IWC clients were transported to 
Transitions where we housed nearly 400 
homeless men and women through the 
storm.  We lost water pressure, requiring 
porta-potties to continue operation.  Then 
you all swung into action when we needed 
donations.  Groups started donating water 
and all sorts of items, and United Way of 
the Midlands, who was also helping from 

the very beginning, continued to provide 
support to us.  The Salvation Army kept 
cooking in our kitchen, helping with meals 
all over the City.  What a testimony to the 
Midlands and Columbia! 

Thanks to all of you who helped in the 
storm.  But the initial race was only a 
sprint, and we now move into the longer 
sustaining part of the race.  So many folks 
still need help from the flood damage.  So 
do the homeless who continue to have no 
permanent place to live.  We continue to 
serve anyone that walks in our doors. 

Thank you to our first responders and the 
City staff for working on so many issues.  
Thanks to our partners who continue to 
help those in need in the rain or shine.  
We will also get ready to reopen the IWC 
for real on November 1st.   

As the holidays approach let us remember 
all of those in need.  Our annual 

A Word from Craig 

Whole Foods  
Gives Back! 

Reconstructing Home Art Show will occur at 
the Tapp’s Arts Center on Tuesday, 
November 17th.  This event is a part of 
Homelessness and Hunger Awareness 
Week and has grown in popularity each 
year.  Come on out and show your support 
for Transitions and our client artists.  Thanks 
for helping us help people every day. 
 

Craig 

Last month, Transitions was  selected to  
receive 5% of Whole Foods’ sales on their         
Community Giving Day. We are proud to   
report that Whole Foods raised $2,281 to help 
the homeless at Transitions!  
 

Whole Foods invited Transitions to come to 
their store, set up a table, and distribute    
literature about our work.  We had so many 
people  come by to learn about our programs 
and what we are doing to help the homeless. 
Even the Whole Foods staff came by to tell us 
that they support what we do and gave us 
donations from their own pocket.  
 

Whole Foods has been a tremendous ally in 
our fight against  homelessness.  In addition 
to their generous financial contribution, Whole 



 

 

When Phyllis Wood learned about Transitions, she 
knew this was the right place to volunteer.  She 
decided to provide mending services to the clients 
such as hemming, repairing garments, sewing on 
buttons, etc. Soon, other ladies began to come 
along and “Phyllis and Friends’ Mending Day” 
began.  The ladies brought their personal sewing 
machines and supplies and began sewing, 

2015 Volunteer Leader Awards 
On September 1, 2015, Transitions held our 1st Annual 
Volunteer Leader Awards Luncheon. This luncheon 
recognized the outstanding volunteers and donors that 
were instrumental in the formation of Transitions.  This 
year, two awards were named  after well known  
homelessness advocates for their tireless efforts to get 
Transitions off the ground, Cathy Novinger and Clair Fort. 
Clair Fort’s daughter presented the Volunteer of the Year 
award  in her mother’s memory. We are grateful to our 
sponsors and to Washington Street UMC for the use of 
their facility, Thank you, also, to the community for 
supporting us to do our part in ending Midlands 
homelessness. 

Congratulations to our 2015 award recipients! 

Volunteer Spotlight-Miracle Menders 

Jim Lehman, recipient of the         
2015 Cathy Novinger Award 

hemming, and making things new.  As the clientele grew, more seamstresses 
were added.  Teresa Jeanmougin recognized a need for more heavy duty 
sewing machines to repair backpacks, jeans, and handbags.  She reached out 
to her church, and the result was amazing!  Transfiguration Catholic Church 
donated enough funds to purchase three heavy duty sewing machines and 
supplies, and they continue to support the mending program today.    

Phyllis says, “When people are trying to get their lives together they want to 
look nice; it increases their self-esteem.”  She shared a story of her first client, a 
gentleman of tall stature, who handed her a brand new pair of dress pants, with 
no hem. Phyllis hemmed the pants, and when she gave the pants to the 
gentleman, he had tears in his eyes.  He told her that his friend died, and he 
wanted to look respectable during the viewing.   

Stephanie shared a story about a veteran who wanted one of his Army fatigue 
shirts repaired, because it was all he had left of his military service and  had 
sentimental value.  Stephanie also remembers a client who wanted a white 
hoodie repaired that belonged to a cousin that passed away, and another client 
who wanted to look nice when he went to visit his mother in a nursing home.  

 “There are so many stories behind the items that the clients bring in. Their 
items give them a sense of security.” When someone comes to the door and 
asks, “Can you repair this?” Stephanie’s reply is always, “Yes! We do miracles 
in this room!”  This led the ladies to change their name to “The Miracle 
Menders”.   

The Miracle Menders serve about 20 clients each time they come to Transitions 
on the third Sunday of every month. We are grateful for their service and the 
miracles they bring to the homeless.    

Cathy Novinger Award  

Jim Lehman 

Claire Fort Volunteer of the Year Award 

William Brown  

Transitions Partner in Excellence Award 

United Way of the Midlands 

Transitions Faith-based Partner of the Year Award 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

Transitions Business Benefactor of the Year Award 

Blue Cross/Blue Shield of South Carolina 

Transitions Outstanding School Supporter Award     

University of South Carolina 

The Miracle Menders 
Phyllis Wood, Stephanie Menges, Kathy Moore,             

Jeanne McCarty, Debby Best, and Teresa Jeanmougin 
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