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Fall 2016 

First Citizens Foundation presents the 5
th
 annual Reconstruct-

ing Home…an evening to celebrate the resiliency of our 

homeless clients as they work to overcome homelessness, and of our 

community as it works to overcome the devastating impact of the 2015 

flood. Go to www.transitionssc.org and click on the RH logo for tick-

ets, sponsorships & information. 

An evening of small plate samplings from leading local downtown res-

taurants-----that includes Villa Tronco, Thirsty Fellow, TakoSushi, 

Michael’s Café, Blue Marlin, wine and beer, live music by Prettier Than 

Matt, a Silent Auction, and Raffles.  

To kick off the evening, attendees will enjoy an Art Show and auction of pieces produced by homeless 

clients of Transitions, including art made using materials recovered from homes destroyed in the flood.  

You can even preview the client art by visiting the lobby of First Citizens on Main Street during the first 

two weeks of November. Visit us at Soda City on Oct. 29 where you can buy some pieces ahead of 

time as well as your event tickets. 

We held a Facebook contest for people to vote on their favorite pieces of art…the three pieces selected 

to be featured on our marketing materials for RH are:  

Equipping the next generation 

Reconstructing Home Event 

 

Our corporate sponsors: Republic National Distributing Company, Bank of America, BlueCross 

BlueShield of South Carolina, Building Industry Association, Kay Plumbing, Lexington Medical Center, 

Midland Mortgage Corporation, Mungo Homes, NBSC, Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, The 

State Media Co., United Way of the Midlands, Chernoff-Newman, Cool Care Heating & Air, ESources, 

South State Bank, SYSCO, Turnipseed & Associates, and The Incarnation Foundation of Incarnation 

Lutheran Church. 

Transitions Serves  

Youth Ages 18-24  

FY16 106 received residence  

(additional 52 used Day Center only) 

Our community is lacking programs to meet 

the existing need for unaccompanied youth 

ages 18-24.  In 2016, The National Alliance to 

End Homelessness found 170,000 youth expe-

rienced an episode of homelessness longer 

than a week with only 1/3 being targeted by 

youth specific programs that should include 

supportive relationships, housing, connection 

to services, and qualified staff.  

Transitions starts New Youth Program for 18-24 years old  

Links 18-24 year olds to youth specific 

programs and classes, higher educational 

programs, and job training 

 Weekly meeting with Youth Case 

Manager 

 Weekly Youth Peer Support Class 

 Peer Support Housing at Transitions 

 

—Abi, 2016 Youth Program Graduate 

Congratulations to 
our 2016 Volunteer 

Leader Award         
recipients 

 

Cathy Novinger Award 

Mickey Layden 

 

Claire Fort Volunteer of 
the Year 

Karen Phillips 

 

Partner In Excellence 
Award 

Salvation Army 

 

Faith-based Partner of 
the Year 

Northeast Presbyterian 
Church 

 

Outstanding School 
Supporter 

Hammond School 

 

Business Benefactor of 
the Year 

BB&T 

http://www.transitionsssc.org
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 564,708 people experiencing home-

lessness in the United States. 

 15%, are chronically homeless. 

 8% are veterans. 

 1.4 million veterans are at risk for homelessness. 

 50% are over the age of 50. 

 550,000 youth experienced an episode of home-

lessness. 

 110,000 LGBTQ youth are homeless. 

 830,120 year-round beds are available in a variety 

of shelters: 

 emergency shelters 

 transitional housing 

 safe havens 

2016 Homelessness Statistics 

 
Staff truly make the difference Attention 

Grabber 

Over the past five years, the growth and success of Transitions has 

occurred because of the dedication and commitment of our staff. 

Thank you for your  service.  

 

We really do have so many blessings.  The vast majority of Americans have nice 

homes with plenty to eat, but we still have neighbors who need our help.  Many live in poverty, and we continue to have 

an endless stream of new homeless clients that show-up at Transitions looking for help.  They are thankful that we are here 

and for your support. 

Transitions opened the Inclement Weather Center again this year before the anticipated November 1
st
 opening 

date because of the Hermine Storm.  Our City was concerned about making sure any possible flood victim from Hermine 

had a safe place to go.  They also wanted to make sure the homeless were out of the storm at the Transitions Day Center 

which we opened for that night to take an additional 69 men and 8 women off the street above our normal nightly 260 

men and women.  Thanks to the City for caring and for our staff for stepping up to cover the gap. 

We also recently had our Volunteer Leader Awards Lunch on September 13
th
.  Congratulations to our past chair 

Mickey Layden, for winning the Cathy Novinger Award and also to Karen Phillips for winning the Claire Fort Volunteer of 

the Year Award.  Additionally, BB&T won the Business Benefactor Award, Salvation Army won our Partner in Excellence 

Award, Northeast Presbyterian Church won our Faith-based Partner Award, and Hammond School received our Outstand-

ing School Supporter Award.  We are thankful for all of them and all of our other partners that help us bring needed ser-

vices to our clients every day. 

As the holidays approach, take time to stop and be thankful for what God has provided.  Remember that many 

around us still need our help.  You can make the difference for them by supporting Transitions.  I am thankful for you.  

Without you, we could not help all those roaming the streets and seeking help.  Transitions is an oasis of help.  We all 

need to be thankful for your support of Transitions. 

  

Thanks, 

 

Time to Pause and Give Thanks 

from the Chief Executive Officer, Craig J. Currey 

Debbie 

Linda 

Abraham 

Terrence 

Cheryl 

 

Source: http://www.socialsolutions.com/blog/2016-homelessness-statistics/  

 My word for this year has been “thankful.”  We all have so much for which to 

be thankful.  Thanks to the staff and supporters who keep Transitions going.  Thanks 

for the 1399 clients that have graduated to permanent housing since we have opened.  

Thanks for the community that has opened up to help the homeless.  Thanks for our 

clients who continue to be resilient and seek the help that they need. 

http://www.socialsolutions.com/blog/2016-homelessness-statistics/
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Commitment and dedication to uplift-

ing those in need within the communi-

ty should be the hallmark of every 

company. Special thanks to the 

LynkTrac family of Heart 2 Heart De-

signs and Fields Price Textile Industries 

for giving some of our clients the op-

portunity to take steps to improving 

their lives. Earning a stable income puts 

our clients one step closer to securing 

permanent housing. Clients will work 

within the textile facility and are critical 

to LynkTracs domestic and global oper-

ations management strategic plat-

form.  LynkTrac stresses that “the 

strength of Made in America impacts 

the market dynamics, product life cy-

cles, and increases our competitive ad-

vantage within our varied markets.”    

Tell us about yourself—I am a long time resident of South Carolina, but am originally from 

Vermont. I love spending my down time with my dog. My hobbies include long stretches 

of Netflix, writing, and reading.  

Field of study—I am currently working on my Masters Degree at USC, studying social work. 

My concentration is social, community, and economic development.  

What made you choose to do your internship at Transitions—I met the Program Director, 

Lauren Wilkie, who shared some information about internships at Transitions. Once I found 

out about the variety of opportunities available, I knew I had to be a part of the program. 

What do you like most about the experience? - What I love most about this experience is 

the variety of people I come into contact with every day. I get to interact with clients and 

staff from all walks of life and so many different disciplines. This experience has broaden my 

perspective and adjusted how I view the world. 
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Community Highlight—LynkTrac Technologies 

Intern Spotlight—Lindsay Huff 

      

 

November 4th 
8am—1pm 

at Transitions 

Midtown Fellowship 

 

Volunteers Making A Difference 

  
 Midtown Fellowship Church came to Transitions for a block party 

filled with carnival games, dancing, popcorn, and a cook out. Mid-

town picked Transitions to be one of their partner nonprofits and 

have begun to do monthly events for staff and clients.  Email Marga-

ret Deans Fawcett if your group is interested in organizing something 

fun with our clients.  

Thank you, Midtown! 

 

Dates to Remember 



Account Name 

Address Lines 

City,  State Postal Code 

2025 Main Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 

T RANSITI ONS 

HOMELESS CENT ER 

about the possibilities for growth 

and opportunities to add to our list 

of “things for which to be THANK-

FUL.”   

A total of 1,399 individuals are now 

in permanent housing, and another 

4,783 positive outcomes have hap-

pened since our opening in 2011. 

Because of your support, we have 

been able to keep the doors open 

for those in the Mid-

lands in need of 

emergency shelter. 

Since 2011, over 

5,489 unique clients 

have used Transi-

tions. With over 45 

on-site community 

partners and hun-

dreds of volunteers 

groups, Transitions is 

providing 250 class-

room  

Where does the time go? It’s hard to 

believe that we’re just about done 

with another year. Since 2011 so many 

great things have transpired within this 

organization.   

Mr. Gibson moved 

to South Carolina to 

help his son through 

a crisis. Once his son 

stabilized, Mr. Gib-

son applied for an 

apartment only to 

be notified of a de-

lay and that it could 

be years before an-

other unit would 

open. Now homeless, Mr. Gibson 

found emergency shelter with Transi-

tions. He worked his way through the 

programs and services and was recent-

ly hired by LynkTrac Technologies.  

As we start year six, we are excited 

Transitions making a difference in the community! 

Phone: 803-708-4861 

Fax: 803-708-4803 

E-mail: transitions@transitionssc.org 

Business Tagline or Motto 

We’re on the Web 

Follow us on,,,,,,,   
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hours monthly for self develop-

ment. Log onto our website at 

www.transitionssc.org to check 

out additional information about 

the programs and services we of-

fer or to donate to help in the 

fight against homelessness in the 

Midlands. 


