
  

 

Full steam ahead….. 

NOTE FROM CRAIG 

Spring is upon us, and our clients and staff are very busy with the improving weath-
er.  Our second Back to Work Program was recently completed by DEW.  Sixteen 
clients got jobs in the first course, and they are at 8 employed right now for the sec-
ond course.  The DEW staff makes sure that they coach the client into a job to 
achieve these excellent results.  They teach the necessary standards, dress, presenta-
tion, resume, and soft skills, and then line-up companies that are hiring. They also 
build confidence in our job seekers, and it is working outstandingly for our clients.   

Along with jobs, we are progressing in beneficial programs for our people.  The 
Homeless Court is now over a year old.  We continue hosting it for Judge Turner 
and the Solicitor, and many of our clients have benefitted from dismissed charges 
and expungements—all barriers that could unhinge their progress.  The Homeless 
Court generally meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 2:00pm in our Day Cen-
ter.  Our mentoring program is picking up with over ten mentors now involved and 
growing all the time.  Margaret Deans Fawcett is our Volunteer Coordinator who 
has been matching up clients and mentors with Lauren Wilkie’s help.  Give her a 
call if you might be interested in this exciting new program.  We have building going 
on too that Debbie Lane has been leading.  We have a new outdoor pad with cover 
for our clients thanks to a generous donor, and keep your eyes open for solar panels 
that will be emplaced to lower our power bill and reduce our carbon foot-
print.   Thanks to the team for running “A Step in the Right Direction,” our home-
lessness awareness walk.  It was a great event and lots of fun.   

I know there are many items and events mentioned here, but thanks to your sup-
port, it is a busy place at Transitions.  We constantly go about our mission of help-
ing homeless adults and placing them into permanent housing.   Our staff is great at 
what they do and proud that you trust them with the important responsibility of 
helping all the homeless citizens of the Midlands.  Thank you for your help and gen-
erous support. 

Respectfully, 

Craig 

DID YOU KNOW 

 $22—Provides Emergency 

shelter  for one person, 24 

hours, full services, and food 

 $50—Provides three meals 

for three clients for one week 

 $100—Supports job training, 

substance abuse recovery, or 

life skills classes 

 $680—Sponsors a client for 

one month 

 $3,650— Funds the cost of 

shelter for just over five 

months 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 06/15  Transitions 5th Birthday 

 07/05 Fireflies Baseball Tran-

sitions Night 

 07/20 Housing Fair 9-11am at 

the Cecil Tillis Center 

 

Spring 2016 

End Midlands Homelessness 

 

We are so proud of our clients who completed the Career Education 

Exploration Training Program. This program, CEETP, teaches them all 

about how to be the most prepared for jobs! Thank you to Midlands 

Community Development Corporation for putting on this program!!  



 

 

 

 

MIDLANDS GIVES 

The 2016 Midlands Gives 24-hour on-

line giving campaign was a “HUGE” suc-

cess. The event resulted in over 1.6 

million dollars for 382 local non-profits 

organizations, which surpassed last 

year’s participating organizations and 

money raised. 

Thanks to your support, Transitions 

was able to raise a total of $20,670 

Your financial support will allow us to 

continue the programs and services 

necessary to help those experiencing 

homelessness in the Midlands.  

HOUSING FAIR 
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Our second successful season of running the City’s  Inclement Weather Center 

ended on April 1
st

.  The IWC serves men and women providing nightly shelter, 

food, and outreach to help clients connect with community resources.  

Alicia Wilks just won our employee of the quarter for her professional excel-

lence running the center.  Many thanks to her and all the staff that worked so 

hard to ensure it was run well.  

A total of 8,562 nights of shelter were provided for homeless men and 

women.  Of that number, 31 people were veterans (a 66% decrease from last 

year), and 739 unduplicated individuals stayed at the IWC. On average, there 

were about 132 clients housed within the facility per night. 

Inclement Weather Center 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Walden  

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Frick  Jim Lehman 

Col(R). and Mrs. Craig Currey Terry Davis 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Chen Beverly Seier 

Thanks to the Top Donors of the Quarter 

The Columbia Housing Authority, Transitions, and 
Richland Library are looking for landlords, agen-
cies, and businesses who are interested in shar-
ing available housing options with Richland Coun-
ty residents during the inaugural Midlands Hous-
ing Fair on Wednesday, July 20 at the Cecil Tillis 
Center.  

RSVP by Monday, June 27 to Curtrell Gadson at 
cgadson@richlandlibrary.com. 

1. 5,354 South Carolin-

ians are homeless 

2. 13% are homeless 

veterans 

3. 15% Suffer from 

mental illness 

4. 21% are chronically 

homeless 

5. 5% are unaccompa-

nied children 

* Source: 2015 SC PIT  Report  

 

Facts about  
South Carolina’s 

Homeless  

Make a  

Difference 
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“It not about how much we give, but how much love we put into giving.” 
Mother Teresa 

We just had our Job Fair that case manager Abraham Lewis orga-

nized. With over 30 agencies and companies signed-up, two clients re-

ceived jobs on the spot at the fair and dozens others were interviewed 

for placement.  Some of our attendees were already employed, but 

looking for improved employment opportunities or a second job.  

Of our current long-term housing population, approximately 39% are 

employed.  

We will see how they progress! 

Dear Mr. Al Rogers, 

Thank you for the sacri-

fice you, your father, 

and your grandfather 

made by defending this 

country in three wars. 

You taught me what 

true service 

means.  Thank you for 

the glow in your eyes 

when you spoke about 

tracking your genealogy 

all the way back to the 

eighteen hundreds. You 

taught me the value of 

knowing where I came 

from. Thank you for 

always being so posi-

tive. You taught me that 

there is truly a silver 

lining behind every 

cloud. Thank you so 

much for the smile on 

your face when you told 

me that One 80 Place 

found you an apart-

ment, and you would be 

moving out. Thank you 

for making the world a 

better place and being 

part of Transitions! 

--Your Transitions Case 

Manager 

ANNUAL JOB FAIR GIVES OUR CLIENTS A HAND UP 

THANK YOU NOTE TO A HERO 
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Special Thanks to 

local businesses 

for  helping our 

clients  get back 

on their feet 

 

 

   

 

CHARITY NAVIGATOR 

RECOGNIZES 

TRANSITIONS HOMELESS  

RECOVERY CENTER 

 

 

As A 4-Star Rated Charity  

in Homeless Services 

June 1, 2016 

On behalf of Charity Navigators, 

congratulations Transitions for 

demonstrating strong financial 

health and commitment to ac-

countability and transparency.  

This is the highest possible rat-

ing and indicates that your or-

ganization adheres to sector 

best practices and executes its 

mission in a financially efficient 

way.  



As Transitions completes its 

fifth year, we continue to 

strive to make an substantial 

impact on the lives of those 

homeless in the Midlands. 

Since opening in 2011, 1181 

individuals have exited our 

facility into permanent hous-

ing. Another 4,302 positive 

progressions away from the 

street have occurred.  

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

Since 2011, Eastminster has been coming to Transitions to serve dinner on the third 

Thursday of every month. From the beginning, they have been a client favorite for 

their delicious meals. Eastminster started by having members bring various food 

items to serve to the clients. Laura Long, leader of the Eastminster pack, described 

it as chaotic, and they wanted to learn how to serve the clients better. After taking 

polls of what the clients liked, they got the perfect meal, and it has been a favorite 

ever since: Bojangles chicken, 18 pounds of pasta salad, and 18 pound cakes.  They 

work hard to raise the money to purchase all the food, bring it to Transitions, and 

serve it every month. Laura Long describes Transitions as being very near and dear 

to the church’s heart, and they look forward to coming every month to serve.  

But Eastminster service doesn’t stop with serving. They far exceed the expectations 

of a volunteer group. Within their church they have about 40 regular volunteers that 

come to Transitions. Every Christmas they come and sing carols, they organize Boy 

Scout troops to come do projects 

such as ping pong tables, and they-

donate toiletries on a regular basis. 

They also donated the warmer for 

the kitchen and are currently trying 

to help us purchase additional 

items in the kitchen. 

We thank Eastminster and appreci-

ate all you do for our clients at 

Transitions. The countless hours 

spent in the kitchen and providing 

other services for Transitions does 

not go unnoticed!  
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Midlands Housing Alliance 

2025 Main Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 

Tel. 803.708.4861 

www.TransitionsSC.org 
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