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The Midlands Area Consortium for the Home-
less completed a needs assessment survey of 

homeless individuals throughout the 14 coun-
ties that we serve. 61.5% said a major issue for 

the homeless was finding a place to sleep.                             

     MACH 2014 Annual Report 

 Did you know… 
You can sponsor someone’s journey out 

of homelessness for $2,000. 

The average length of stay for a client to 
move through our program and into      
permanent housing is 111 days.  During 
that time, Transitions and our community   
partners provide shelter, food, hygiene       
products, employment assistance, mental 
health treatment, substance abuse        
recovery, health care, case management, 
and help finding affordable, permanent   
housing.  Transitions has already helped 
856 people out of homelessness, 

You can help  us reach our  

2015 goal of 1,000 people in homes! 

Finding Their Way Home 
 

Dawn and Ernest have not had an 
easy life.  As a child, Dawn endured 
severe physical and verbal abuse.  She 
was able to escape her nightmare 
through marriage, but lacked the 
skills necessary to be able to nurture 
that relationship.  Facing divorce, she 
was unable to support herself and her 
small children, which led to her   
children being removed from her 
care.  
 

Ernest’s childhood was much like 
Dawn’s. He left home at a young age 
and began working odd jobs to    
support himself. He is definitely no 
stranger to hard work.  Ernest held 
several seasonal jobs, but nothing  
permanent that was able to provide 
him with a significant source of    
income.  
 

Dawn and Ernest found each other 
while staying at the Inclement  
Weather Center in 2011. Discovering 
their  similar backgrounds and    
common  future goals, they learned 

to support each other through their 
journey of   recovery.   
 

They came to Transitions in 2013 and 
committed themselves to  completing 
the program.  It was hard. They were       
challenged by the day to day              
expectations of a shelter environment 
which conflicted with the freedoms they 
preferred; however, they were able to 
overcome. They persevered and saved 
money-they were determined to live a 
life of normalcy.  
 

Ernest and Dawn have since graduated 
from Transitions and moved into an 
apartment of their own. Ernest is      
working full-time and recently reported 
that he has been made a Supervisor at 
his job.  Dawn has been able to see her 
children more often and is pursuing  
part-time custody of them.  
 

We are proud of all Dawn and Ernest 
have accomplished, and we wish them 
the best of luck with their future! 

 



Mark your calendar for July 21 
and come to PDQ for lunch! From 
11am-2pm, PDQ will donate a 
portion of all sales to Transitions 
to help end homelessness.                                

Meet Transitions’ Board Members 
and watch our CEO make your 
hand-spun milkshake. You don’t 
want to miss this event!  

                                                     

On June 17, Columbia Downtown Ministries will take a 
swing at homelessness with a Charity Golf Tournament to 
benefit Transitions and other local organizations. Spend the 
day at the beautiful Columbia Country Club, and golf with 
like minded individuals that have a heart for helping. Player 
spots and sponsorships 
are available! Contact 
Dennis Parker at 
msumccd@bellsouth.net 
for more information. 

 

End Midlands 

Homelessness! 

 

The Columbia Suit Project has partnered with 
Transitions and the Midlands  Community 
Development Corporation to provide suits to 
clients that complete a 6 week job training 
program.  The next  4 weeks will be spent 
setting up interviews and ultimately placing 
these graduates in jobs.  

 

Transitions is so grateful for our amazing 
partners that allow us to provide excellent 
services to those in need. Finding             
employment is a huge step toward self-
reliance and permanent housing. We are  
excited to see what the future holds for  those 
that   complete this program! 

 

What’s New? 

Felix is the Lead Case Manager 
overseeing our Program Entry and 
Transitional housing. His work with 
Transitions began with a USC 
internship in 2012. One year later, he 
was hired on permanently as a case 
manager. Felix said he has always 
had an interest in helping the 
homeless. As a child, he would see 
homeless individuals on the streets 
and knew that it was his calling to 
make a difference. Felix says when 
working with this population, there are 
a number of barriers that he must work 
through including the client’s family, 
medical issues, education, and 
development. He treats every client as 
an individual and works with them to 
identify their potential. He makes it a 
priority to help each client achieve 

their own personal goals. He 
remembers one of the first clients to 
graduate was a husband and wife that 
had been homeless for a year. “ When 
I dropped them off at their new 
apartment and handed them their  
keys, I saw them walking away from 
the van holding hands. At that 
moment, I knew their struggle was 
worth it. They accomplished their 
goals, and we helped them get there.” 
Felix says his work at Transitions is 
purpose driven. “We 
are getting better 
every day at helping 
the homeless 
recover. The future 
is bright, and I can’t 
wait.” 

Meet the Staff– Felix Weston 

 

Calendar of Events 

June 15– Transitions’ Birthday                               

    Party 
 

June 17– Columbia Downtown                                           

 Ministries Golf  

 Tournament 
 

July 21-  PDQ Fundraiser for                

 Transitions 

4456 Devine Street 

See you there! 

Transitions is 
proud to be a 
United Way 

Agency       

 

 



It takes a whole community to help the homeless recover, and we appreciate everyone who helps 
make it possible.  This quarter, we want to give a special thanks to: 

 Operation Thank You, Patty Reece, and Senator Courson for donating an American and SC flag 

and flag pole for the Transitions’ courtyard. 

 Incarnation Lutheran and Zion Community Foundation for helping us raise $10,000 at the 3rd 

Annual A Walk in Our Shoes event. 

 Julie Benoit and volunteers from Shandon United Methodist Church for operating the Street 

Store at Transitions to provide clothing and shoes to Transitions’ clients. 

 AFLAC for supporting Transitions with $1,750 in proceeds from their duck sales during Midlands Gives.  

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 Mondays- 10am-Noon- 3 spots available- organizing clothing closet 
 

 Tuesdays- 2pm-4pm- 1 spot available- Administrative and computer work  
 

 Wednesdays- 9am-11am- 2 spots available- sorting donations 
 

 Wednesdays- 2pm-4pm- 1 spot available- Administrative and computer work 
  

 Thursdays- 2pm-4pm- 1 spot available- Administrative and computer work  

 

Contact Sharon at SPinckney@TransitionsSC.org to sign up! 

A Word from Craig 
Our fourth birthday is fast 
approaching on June 15th, 
and we will celebrate it right 
here at Transitions.  It is not 
only the celebration of 
Transitions’ birthday but all 
of our clients too.  We have 
decorated tables for each 
month full of cakes, most of 
which come from Northeast 
Presbyterian Church.  Thank 
you for making our 856 
moved into permanent 
housing and 1923 others 
mov ed  i nto  pos i t i ve 
outcomes a reality. 
 

We have some new partners 
that are really helping us out.  
Sexual Trauma Services of 
the Midlands is providing 
classes to Transitions’ clients 
that have been victims of 
sexual violence. The Eau 
Claire Cooperative Health 
Center has also increased 
their hours to provide  care 
on all five week days. 

United Way of the Midlands 
recently recognized 4 of our 
volunteers:  Carlos Suarez 
and Jean Pisano from the 
Inclement Weather Center, 
and Willie Brown and Stan 
Johnson from Transitions.  
We cannot do what we do 
without  the help of 
volunteers, and we are so 
grateful for their outstanding 
help.   
 

Finally, the Point-in-Time 
Count is in from MACH 
(Midlands Area Consortium 
for the Homeless).  The good 
news is the Midlands have 
120 fewer homeless folks 
than last year.  The bad news 
is that there are still 1468 
homeless folks in Emergency, 
Transitional housing, or the 
streets.  Thank for helping to 
make a big difference with 
your support.  Our goal is to 
End Midlands Homelessness 
one person at a time. 

Volunteer Spotlight 

With YOUR help, 

Transitions is ending homelessness! 



Midlands Housing Alliance, Inc.  
2025 Main Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 
Tel: 803.708.4861x205 
www.TransitionsSC.org 

__$2,000 Recovery Sponsor  __$500   __$250   __$100   __$Other 

 

Payment Options:  Checks payable to TRANSITIONS, pay by credit card online at 
www.TransitionsSC.org/donate or contact Natascha at NGochett@TransitionsSC.org 
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I Want to End Midlands Homelessness 

Together, we are helping Homeless into Homes 

Name 

Company 

Address 

City,  State Zip 

http://www.TransitionsSC.org/donate
mailto:Ngochett@TransitionsSC.org

