
The Transitions Homeless Outreach 
Team is a new initiative to connect 
recently and chronically homeless 
individuals to services and resources in 
order to get them off the streets, address 
their mental health and/or addiction 
needs, and eliminate the barriers that 
prevent them from accessing safe and 
affordable housing. The Transitions 
Outreach Team provides mobile street 
outreach by seeking out homeless 
individuals living on the streets, in public 
places, under viaducts, and other places 
not meant for human habitation. In 
addition to providing emergency 
housing, referrals, care coordination, 
and transportation, the team also offers 
basic survival items, such as water.  
 
 

As the colder months quickly approach, 
homeless individuals on the street will 
face even more challenges. The 1st 
Annual “Neighbors in the Streets” 
Outreach event will be held in November 
to provide coats, blankets, socks, 
scarves, hats and gloves.    
 

If you know someone who could use the 
services of the Street Outreach team or 
would like to donate or volunteer with the  
team, please contact Kiesha Webb: 
kwebb@transitionssc.org or  803-724-1081. 
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Transitions was opened 3 years ago to fill a gap in the community’s response to 
homelessness and help homeless adults become self-reliant members of our 
community.  Through comprehensive services including a Day Center, emergency 
beds, and transitional housing, Transitions provides a continuum of care that 
changes lives.  With the help of over 25 community partners, clients receive 
access to vital services in the community that they might not know how to access 
on their own, including mental health counseling, health care, substance abuse, 
and education on literacy, continuing education, job skills, life skills, and more.   
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Want to help out?  Donate something from 
our WISH LIST! 
 

 Winter boots (size 10 and up) 

 Winter hats & gloves (waterproof preferred) 

 Adult winter coats (men and women) 

 Flannel shirts & Hoodie sweatshirts  (L & XL) 

 Thermal tops and bottoms (L & XL) 

 Backpacks 

 Bus tickets 

 Socks & underwear 

 Shower Curtains  

 Bottled water 

 Zip lock bags 

 Disposable razors 

 Sanitary napkins and tampons 

 Individually wrapped toothbrushes 

 Sample or travel sized toiletries: Deodorant, 

Toothpaste, Shampoo & Conditioner 

Homeless Outreach 
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Transitions’ HOME Stewards Society is a select group of 
individuals who support Transitions by making annual 
gifts of $1,000 or more. These generous donors are a 
critical source of support for Transitions Day Center, 
temporary housing, and Transitional housing programs. 
Their donations enable Transitions to help transform 
people from homelessness to self-reliance in order to 
improve their lives and the Columbia Midlands 
community.  The homeless recovery programs and 
services funded through their donations help provide 
Hope, Opportunity, Motivation and Empowerment (or 
HOME) to Transitions’ clients and give them the 
resources they need to become self-reliant citizens in our 
community.   

What is the impact of a gift of $1,000? 
Funds from our HOME Stewards are a vital link in 
Transitions’ work to “End Midlands Homelessness.”  A 
donation to Transitions Homelessness Recovery Center 
is an investment in the future of our local community. As 
a local non-profit organization and a leader in community 
collaboration for homeless adults, Transitions is a cost-
effective way to make a positive difference in our 
community today and for the future! A gift of $1,000 
provides 59 homeless adults in our community with  a 
day of recovery housing, including 3 meals a day, case 
management, and wrap-around services.  The money 
could also serve over 2 days of meals for all of 
Transitions’ clients – well over 1,000 meals. 

Thanks to our Founding Members: 
Mr. and Mrs. Gayle O. Averyt 
Mr. Kenneth W. Baldwin Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel M. Bell, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Mac Bennett 

Mr. George Cauthen 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Chen 

Ms. Myrtella Cook 
COL (Ret.) & Mrs. Currey 

Ms. Susan Currey 
Ms. Terry Davis 

Mr. and Mrs. John Davis 
Mr. Raymond E. Faucher (in memory of 

his wife) 
Ms. Claire Fort 

Mr. & Mrs. J. and Elaine Frick 
Mr. R. Thomas Harrell 

HOME Stewards Society 

Over 2 years ago, Ann’s life went 
through a major change—her mom 
was diagnosed with cancer.  Ann quit 
her job as a convenience store 
manager to provide full-time care to 
her mother during her final days.  
Just a few short months later, she 
lost her mom, had a nervous 
breakdown, and turned to drugs for 
escape.  When her drug addiction 
almost killed her and she found 
herself in the hospital, she knew she 
needed a change.  In her words, “I 
didn’t know how to live, but I didn’t 
want to die.”  When her doctor 
referred her to Transitions, she found 
the help she needed to pull herself up 
and credits Transitions with saving 
her life.  After staying in Transitions, 
going to classes and groups, 

connecting to community resources, 
and getting two jobs, she was on the 
path to self-reliance.  She decided to 
leave Transitions and stay with a 
couple she had met here.  Soon, this 
living situation threatened her 
recovery because her roommates did 
drugs in their house.  She reached a 
breaking point and put her life in 
God’s hands—she took a large dose 
of crack and called a drug dealer and 
the ambulance.  “Whichever came 
first,” she explained, would 
determine her fate—death or a new 
beginning.  After this cry for help, she 
came back to Transitions to try 
again.  Ann, like all of us, has faced 
challenges and adversity, but she 
refuses to give up and continues to 
pick herself up and try again.  She 

Standing Up Again—Ann’s Story 

continues to go to classes and work 
one-on-one with her case manager to 
access the resources she needs to 
make changes in her life and find 
permanent housing.  Her struggles 
have helped her become a woman who 
never gives up. 

Mr. and Mrs. Randall C. Horn 
Mrs. Mickey Layden 
Mr. James Lehman 
Mrs. Dorothy Lott 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lyles 
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Moore 

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore K. Rausch 
Mrs. Roberta Reed 

Mr. Louis Tom Runge, Jr. Esq. 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Beverly Ryan 
COL (Ret.) & Mrs. Kevin Shwedo 

Mr. August Strasburger 
Mr. Victor Stuckey 

Tom & Judy Turnipseed 
Mr. Robert Foster W. Sr. 

Ken & Laurie Walden 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan D. Wilkerson 



William Brown has been a daily volunteer at Transitions since the 
day it opened its doors.  Mr. Brown works at an engineering firm, 
but describes himself as “basically retired” these days.  A man of 
many talents, Mr. Brown keeps things running by helping with 
maintenance, repairs, the clothes closet, meals for clients in 
convalescent care, and anything else that needs to be done!  Mr. 
Brown has been in their shoes as a homeless person and 
understands the struggles Transitions clients face.  The best thing 
about his volunteer experience is “seeing an individual arrive in 
despair and rise from that despair and move on.”  Thanks, Mr. 
Brown, for your dedication and hard work! 

Volunteer Spotlight— 
William Brown 

It takes a whole community to help the homeless recover, and we appreciate everyone in our 
community who helps make it possible.  This quarter, special thanks to: 

 Ben Bailey, Eagle Scout, for making a sturdy bench and picnic tables for the clients to use 

 Dr. Karly Warren and CSM (Ret.) Basnight for helping with a BBQ for veterans, in collaboration with 

Dorn Medical Center.  

 The Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity and Midtown Church for lunch and our Annual Fun Day activities 

 Computer Paramedics for providing in-kind services to rebuild and upgrade our server. 

Corporate Supporters: 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of South Carolina to support a nurse in collaboration 
with Eau Claire  AgFirst Farm Credit Bank, Johnson & Johnson, Adams & 
Reese LLP, & United Way of the Midlands  to support Transitions’ vital services 
to the community  

Government Funders: 

City of Columbia ($325,000), Richland County ($150,000), ESG ($90,000), 
Lexington County CDBG ($30,000), City of Cayce ($5,000), West Columbia 
($15,000) & Fairfield County ($2,500) to support Transitions’ mission to 
transform homeless adults to self-reliance, Department of Housing & Urban 
Development ($265,833) to support Transitional Housing. 

A Word from Craig 
     People always ask 
me about what 
Transitions is doing, and 
I am  proud to report on 
the impact we are 
having in the Midlands 
community. 

      As we begin our 4th 
year of operations, 
Transitions is continuing 
to evolve and improve 
our services.  This year 
we received a three year 
grant from Blue Cross 
Blue Shield Foundation 
which will enable us to 
provide an on-site Eau 
Claire nurse at our 
facility and reduce 
ambulance calls and 
emergency room visits.  
Although this program is 
still new, it is already 
showing promise and 
will save the community  
tens of thousands of 
dollars in healthcare 
costs. 

      In November, we are 
planning several events 
to mark Homelessness 
Awareness Week, 
including the annual 
Reconstructing Home art 
show on November 
18th—don’t forget to 
check our website and 
Facebook for details.  
We would love to see 
you there! 

     The donations and 
support we receive really 
are investments in the 
future of the Midlands 
community, and we 
appreciate your support.  
As you read through this 
newsletter, remember 
that none of this is 
possible without you! 

Proud Partner of: 

Special Thanks to…  

Craig Currey & Terrance Gambrell at 
Transitions’ Annual Fun Day. Mr. Brown pauses for a photo. 



Midlands Housing Alliance, Inc.  
2025 Main Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 
Tel: 803.708.4861 

E-mail: info@transitionssc.org  

November 18, 2014 * 5:30p—8:30p  

Tapp’s Arts Center 

Join us  for our 3rd Annual Art Show, 

featuring artwork by Transitions’ clients, 

food, drink, and music. 
 

 

All proceeds benefit homeless adults in our community transitioning from homelessness to self-reliance. 

Sponsored by: 
Transformation Sponsor  Transformation Sponsor      Laurie Walden 

Progress Sponsors Progress Sponsors     Nelson Mullins  Turnipseed & Associates 

Improvement Sponsors  Improvement Sponsors      United Way  Southern Mutual Church Insurance Company 

Change Sponsors  Change Sponsors      Elaine & Stan Frick  Bob & Jewell Hill 
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