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There’s No Place Like Home 
 

At 66 years old, Willie Muhammad never 
imagined that he would be starting his 
life over in a homeless center. He was 
never a big drinker, he didn’t do drugs, 
he didn’t have any mental health issues, 
and he never 
really had a 
problem finding 
or   keeping a 
job. But one day 
that all changed 
when his mother 
fell ill, and he 
moved to 
Charleston to 
care for her. Her 
illness was   
consuming, and 
while he was 
busy caring for 
her, he barely 
noticed that he 
had neglected to 
care for himself. 
Willie’s   mother soon passed, and he 
decided to move back to Columbia to be   
closer to his daughter. While his heart 
was in the right place, he was now     
disabled and unable to work a full time 
job. Willie was getting by, but after a   
disagreement with his landlord, he found 
himself on the street without any way to 
support himself. Refusing to be a burden 
on his daughter, Willie came to        
Transitions.  

 

Last June, Willie entered our Emergency 
Program. When he met with case         
management, he stated immediately,           
"I  don't plan on staying here very long. 
Just tell me what I need to do or point 
me in the direction I need to go, and I'll 
do it." He had the desire and the right 
attitude, and one month later, Willie   

was able to move rapidly up into our 
Transitional Housing  program.   

 

The case managers were immediate-
ly drawn to Willie’s positive, can-do 

attitude. While he 
didn’t require 
much support from 
our service provid-
ers, Willie simply 
needed guidance 
on how to get back 
on his feet. He 
began using his 
SSI to make     
repairs to his van 
to get it working 
again. Once he 
had reliable   
transportation, he 
would be able to 
sustain part time 
work. Then 6 
months later, 

Willie’s situation improved. With the 
help of his case manager, he was 
able to find an apartment with a rent 
that he could afford.  

Willie was finally going home.  

Now that he has an apartment of his 
own, Willie is excited to find a part-
time job, become a better father and 
grandfather, and enjoy life a little 
more. He takes pleasure in reading 
his grandchildren “Old Tales” and 
telling them stories of the 1900’s.  

 

The staff and residents at Transitions 
will miss his sense of humor and his 
positive outlook on life.  He promises 
to keep in touch, and we couldn’t be 
happier for his accomplishments.  

 

Celebrate our news and events with us, and find out how you can help!  

Did you know… 

 

 

 

 

According to the 2015 Point in Time 
Count, homelessness has dropped 
by 8% in the 14 Midlands counties     
covered by MACH,  This success can  
be attributed to a number of factors, 
but the biggest one is a collaborative 
commitment to ending Midlands 
homelessness.  

Thank you for YOUR support! 



Mr. Scott is the Safety Resource 
Assistant Supervisor at Transitions. 
He joined our team after serving in 
the military for over 11 years. What 
makes Mr. Scott stand out from the 
rest is his kind and respectful 
personality. This attribute, paired 
with a strong work ethic, earned 
him the title of Transitions 
Employee of the Quarter last 
month. He believes that you must 
give respect in order to get respect.  
Mr. Scott says, “We are all children 
of God and deserve the opportunity 
to better ourselves.” Growing up as 

a child from the inner city, Mr. Scott knows what it is like to 
struggle. He says he thinks about that every time a client 
walks through our doors. He says, “When you see a human 
in need of help, just stop and realize that it could be you.” 
 

Mr. Scott contributes to Transitions in a truly selfless manner. 
During the flood, many employees could not make it to work. 
Mr. Scott did not hesitate to volunteer to stay. He worked 
nearly 2 days straight without any sleep to ensure that all 
homeless individuals at our facility and the IWC were taken 
care of.  

It is an honor to work with a man who is an example of 
integrity, and we are proud to have Mr. Scott as a leader in 
our fight against homelessness.  

Meet the Staff– Harry A. Scott 

We trust your winter is going well, and 
that you are still succeeding in your New 
Year’s resolutions.  Winter finds us 
helping folks out in the cold 
weather.  Transitions continues to 
operate at capacity, filling our 260 beds 
every night with homeless men and 
women.  We are also running the 
Inclement Weather Center (IWC) for the 
City, helping to get some 160 guests off 
the street on cold nights (40 degrees 
and below).  This collaborative effort 
with United Way and Salvation Army 
helps us all to remember that fighting 
homelessness is a team effort.  We also 
partnered with Department of 
Employment  and Workforce (DEW) on 
a new jobs program.  We just completed 
the first Back to Work course that 
enabled clients to have better soft skills 
for the workplace.  This new program 

was conducted off-site at the Main 
Street United Methodist Church (2 
blocks away) that allowed our clients to 
train there with DEW—what a great 
community effort.  I was really moved 
when a graduate stood up and shared 
that this was the first thing that he had 
ever graduated from. 

 

Since our last newsletter, Transitions 
went over the 1,000 milestone of moving 
clients into permanent housing since 
opening in June 2011.  We are currently 
at 1,074 folks moved into permanent 
housing with another 4,029 positive 
progressions.  The staff’s hard work and 
your support have made this significant 
accomplishment possible.  Events such 
as our recent Twelve Days of Christmas 
Volunteering, upcoming Souper Bowl of 

A Word from Craig 
Caring, and Awareness Walk help our 
clients and lead to greater financial 
support.  Volunteer opportunities are out 
there right now for you to help as well as 
ways to donate.  All the information you 
need is at TransitionsSC.org.  Please read 
through all of the newsletter to see all that 
is going on at Transitions, and be sure to 
thank Tascha the next time you see her 
for working so hard on it. 
 

Craig 

 

 Thank you to our  

2015 Monarch Society Members! 

 

 

The purpose of the life of the Monarch 

Butterfly is to set everything that was 

once known aside and to embrace an 

entire new way of being. The clients of 

Transitions, like the butterfly, are 

learning to live their life in a new way. 

Many of them thought their life was 

over when they became homeless, but 

were able to emerge from Transitions 

with new wings and a new life. 

The Transitions Monarch Society is an 

elite group of individual donors who have 

made contributions of $5,000 or more 

during a calendar year. They  enable us 

to nurture the homeless and help them 

through their transition into a life of stabil-

ity and       permanent housing. We are 

grateful to our 2015 Monarch Society 

Members for their selfless contribution 

and strong  commitment to ending      

Midlands Homelessness with Transitions. 

Col (Ret) Kevin and Beth Shwedo 

Col (Ret) Craig and Maria Currey 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken and Laurie Walden 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth W. Baldwin, Jr. 

Mr. David Pankau 



 

The South Carolina Department of Motor 
Vehicles (SCDMV) is an extraordinary group of 
volunteers.  Thinking outside the box has been 
their mode of operation when it comes to 
creative ways to help out at Transitions.  It all 
started when Denise Mitchell, DMV Customer 
Service Delivery Administrator, wanted to serve 
and give back.   She and a few fellow staff 

2016 Souper Bowl of Caring 
Here in Columbia, 22,000 people are food insecure. That 
means 1 out of every 6 people in our capital city don't know 
where their next meal is coming from. The need is big, but 
together we CAN make a difference!  

Souper Bowl of Caring has teamed up with Mayor Benjamin's 
office to spread the word that Columbia needs help. With an 
idea that started here in Columbia over 25 years ago, Souper 
Bowl of Caring has been motivating groups to use the energy 
surrounding the Big Game in a nation-wide effort to tackle 
hunger. In 2015, Columbia raised over $100,000 for local 
hunger organizations! Isn’t our community great? This year you 

Volunteer Spotlight-South Carolina DMV 
members started coming to Transitions to serve meals.  The Faithful 
Few (as we like to call them) continued on a regular basis, and we knew 
that they had been bitten by the “giving bug.” The SCDMV now makes a 
huge impact by volunteering the 3rd Monday of every month to serve 
dinner to our residents. 

It didn’t take long for the word to spread about these faithful volunteers, 
and that’s when Debra Tucker heard about what the group was 
doing.  She knew immediately that she had to get involved.  Soon, the 
small group of volunteers began to grow, and they started helping in 
other ways, too!  When they heard that Transitions was in need of 
sheets and forks, Debra immediately began thinking about ways she 
could help.  She decided to put her baking skills to work by providing 
homemade cakes in exchange for sheet sets and forks.  Whenever a 
DMV employee would purchase two sets of bedsheets for Transitions, 
they would receive a homemade pound cake right out of Debra’s 
kitchen.  In a matter of three weeks, this group donated twelve (12) twin 
bed XL sheet sets, and over 100 forks to help the homeless at 
Transitions.   

From the beginning, the SCDMV employees have continually sponsored 
various drives to deliver much needed items to Transitions.  They have 
collected and provided items to the kitchen such as plates and forks, and 
they are currently collecting toothbrushes and toothpaste for our 
clients.  We appreciate the SCDMV staff for volunteering their time 
serving in our kitchen and always providing resources to meet the needs 
of our clients.  Now that’s giving back…in a BIG way!!! 

The South Carolina  

Department of Motor Vehicles 

can join in the fight against hunger  and homelessness by 
selecting Transitions as your Souper Bowl of Caring 
recipient.  Did you know that Transitions serves an 
average of 550 meals to hungry men and women every 
day? In addition, we offer services that help the homeless  
re-enter society with stable and permanent housing. 
When we work together to fight hunger and 
homelessness, the whole community wins!  

 

Visit souperbowl.org  to learn more and select 

Transitions as your Souper Bowl Charity! 



Midlands Housing Alliance, Inc.  
2025 Main Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 
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