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A note from our CEO 

We can enjoy this 

time of year, but the cold is 

really hard on the homeless. 

Cold weather and rain make 

Transitions vital in helping 

those in need. With 260 

beds, the most in the Mid-

lands, our facility and staff 

are great assets to our com-

munity.   

We continue to run 

the Inclement Weather Cen-

ter for Columbia and United 

Way of the Midlands. We 

filled 2844 beds in Novem-

ber and December, helping 

get the homeless off the 

street when it was 40 de-

grees or below. Thanks to 

Alicia Wilks and Chuck Crum-

pler for working so hard on 

the IWC. We also continue 

the unaccompanied youth 

program for individuals 18-

24 years old. Thanks to Aly-

sha McConnell, Lauren 

Wilkie, Lindsay Huff, and 

Stacey Atkinson for making 

this program work so well. 

  Additionally, DEW 

is starting up another itera-

tion of their jobs program 

called “Back to Work.” They 

do a great job placing clients 

into jobs and working with 

them until they are em-

ployed. This program has 

been so successful that it 

has been studied to see if it 

can be replicated across 

South Carolina. 

Thank you for the 

energy you bring to Transi-

tions. Thanks also for helping 

put 1525 clients into permanent 

housing since we opened our 

doors. That has to pump you up! 

Ending Midlands 

homelessness...One person at a 

time  
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Save the Date 

 

 Feb 16– Percent Night at all Village 

Idiot locations 

 April – Volunteer Appreciation Month 

 April 23—Chefs’ Feast @ Tallulah, 

2400 Devine St., Columbia 

 April 25—Percent Night at Thirsty 

Fellow, 621 Gadsden St., Columbia 

 April 28—Career Fair at Transitions 

from 9-11am. Event is open to the 

public 



Transitions continues to explore options 

that help to bridge the gap in our commu-

nity with homeless youth transitioning into 

adulthood. Since August of 2016, the num-

ber of homeless youth entering our facility 

for assistance has steadily increased. 

Transitions equips homeless youth with 

the skills and education to become inde-

pendent, productive adults. Since the 

start of our youth program, 29 individuals 

between the ages of 18–24 have enrolled 

into the program. Eleven have secured 

permanent housing, 13 have gained employ-

ment, and 8 have enrolled in an educational 

program. Transitions Youth Program links 

unaccompanied youth to intensive age ap-

propriate programs and classes, higher 

education, and career development oppor-

tunities. Through weekly case manage-

ment and peer support along with com-

munity outreach, field trips, and advo-

cacy, our youth are gaining the tools 

necessary to gain permanent housing. 

In January, Transitions received a 

grant from Colonial Life to help fund 

this new program. 

If you or your organization are inter-

ested in helping to bridge the gap with 

Midlands homeless youth, contact Pro-

gram Director, Lauren Wilkie at 

lwilkie@transitionsSC.org or Youth 

Case Manager, Alysha McConnell at 

amcconnell@transitionsSC.org. 

Bridging the Gap with Midlands Youth 

receives support from Colonial Life 

How well do you Know Better 

Money? 
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Know Money became our newest partner, teaching financial basics 

to our clients. Their program is called “Know Better Money.” It is a 

four week program that a grant from Women in Philanthropy 

(WIP) is making possible. Individuals become homeless because 

they lack financial resources to maintain housing. In the Greater 

Midlands Area, a majority of homeless individuals come to Transi-

tions for safe shelter and comprehensive services to start re-

building their lives. Our programs are intended to help stabilize 

individuals, allowing them to increase their income, and secure ap-

propriate housing. Transitions’ goal is to assist all of our clients 

with finding stable, permanent housing as quickly as possible. A key 

component to regain and maintain housing is financial stability. 

Understanding how to manage 

money is as important as obtain-

ing employment. The Know Bet-

ter Money project is designed 

to help bring financial stability 

to our clients and help us put 

people back into permanent 

housing.   



The Inclement Weather Center (IWC) operates from November 1st to 

March 31st each year to provide guest with a place to sleep out of the 

harsher elements. It opens when the temperature is 40 degrees or be-

low. Precipitation also influences the weather decision. Staff conducts 

outreach at the facility and encourages guests to seek services at Tran-

sitions the following day.  

Since opening this past November, the IWC has provided 2844 bed 

nights for homeless individuals, keeping them safe from having to sleep 

on the streets for one night. Volunteers are critical to the work we do 

with the Inclement Weather Center. A list of volunteer opportunities 

can be found by going to our website at www.transitionsSC.org.  

 

 

Assistance thru Rapid Rehousing 

Rapid-Rehousing provides short

-term financial support along with con-

tinued case management once the client 

has secured a home. Since July, Felix 

Weston has helped 60 people in our Rap-

id Rehousing Program. Felix is working 

with landlords, school districts, and our 

client population to place those that are 

homeless into permanent housing. These 

clients have the means to sustain them-

selves but need assistance getting back 

into housing.  Once placed, we follow-up 

with services for a year. So Felix, as our 

lead case manager, is very busy coordi-

nating everything. Thank you Felix. Pic-

tured is one of our most recent clients 

opening the door to her new home. In 

FY16, we served 2,256 unique individuals 

at Transitions’. 

Partnering to end homelessness in 

the Midlands 

Vincent Crumpton is a shining example of what can happen when a client 

enters our program with a determined mind. Transitions staff along 

with over 45 on-site partners work with Transitions clients to over-

come barriers that prevent stable income and permanent housing. 

Thanks to one of our partners, SC Department of Employment and 

Workforce Back To Work Program, Vincent was able to get the neces-

sary training that allowed him to  re-enter the workforce successfully. 

In his short time with his new employer, Vincent has already earned his 

chef’s jacket. Vincent’s story is a testimony that anyone can  do it with 

perseverance, resiliency, and  dedication. Vincents shares his story of 

homelessness to encourage those who are currently suffering from this 

devastating experience.  

 

Our clients are successfully transitioning 
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Celebrity Chefs from across South Carolina are coming together to create A Chefs’ Feast, bene-

fiting Transitions Homeless Center.  The dinner will feature South Carolina celebrity and rising new 

chefs Russell Jones, Mimie Holmes, SC 2016 Culinary Ambassadors Ramone Dickerson and Teryi 

Youngblood, Steven Musolf, and renowned Charleston chef, Frank Lee. 

A special VIP Sponsor reception with the chefs, will kick off an evening of fabulous food and wine 

pairings at Tallulah, on Sunday, April 23rd. Many Transitions residents 

and past clients have secured jobs in the food industry.  This event 

offers a very special opportunity to tap into that synergy as we involve 

clients in growing herbs and vegetables for use in the menu. One resi-

dent will even be serving as a sous chef. We hope you will mark your 

calendar for April 23.  Call Liz Igleheart at 803-708-4861 X 207 for 

sponsorship information and tickets, and look for more information on 

our website www.transitionsSC.org. 

 

2025 Main Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 

 

Making a difference 

one person at a time! 

Phone: 803-708-4861 

Fax: 803-708-4803 

E-mail: transitions@transitionsSC.org 

Mark your calendar for a Chefs’ Feast. Presenting sponsor NBSC, 

a division of Synovus Bank. 
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