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There’s No Place Like Home for the Holidays
I hope you are now listening to your favorite holiday music.  I’m not from 
Pennsylvania, but I do like homemade pumpkin pie if you know the lyrics to the title 
song.  Unfortunately, the homeless have no place to call home, so our staff is busy at 
work trying to remedy that situation.  As the year wraps-up, we are thankful for your 
help. We have several new programs that continue to assist target populations.  The 
Youth Program (18-24 years old) has helped 90 youths since August of 2016.  We have 
housed 27 of them into permanent housing.  This summer, the Actively Aging Program 
(62 and older) has already helped 38  —13 are now in permanent housing.  

We have just started new VA contract beds for homeless male veterans.  We are 
excited to partner with the VA on this important effort to get the homeless veteran 
population in the Midlands down to zero.  

Our food recovery program continues to acquire donated food to feed our guests, 
reducing our food costs and improving the quality of what we serve.  Our salad bar is 
open every weeknight as a healthy alternative.  We are also on track to save 72 tons of 
food this calendar year that would have otherwise have been discarded.  That’s the 
weight of the US Army’s current Abrams Main Battle Tank and just shy of the weight of 
the Space Shuttle.

The Inclement Weather Center (IWC) is again open with our staff running it for the City 
under a contract with United Way.  The IWC opens from November 1 to March 31 
when it is 40 degrees or below (which has already been many nights in November). We 
always need volunteers for it, so help out by signing up at TransitionsSC.org or by 
following our Facebook site.  

As the holidays approach, please be thankful for what we have.  Thank you for making 
Transitions a reality in our community.  Over 1887 people have been helped into 
permanent housing.  We continue to improve our services and partner with agencies 
that make a difference.  Please consider that final year-end charitable donation to us, 
so we can continue to help people into a new home for the holidays.  God bless you 
and thank you.
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Volunteer Highlight
Longtime volunteer Tom Clements says he just does “a little” to help the people who spend the night at the 
Inclement Weather Center. The IWC is an emergency shelter that opens between Nov. 1 and March 31 when 
Columbia experiences cold or extreme weather. Clements is a dedicated Transitions advocate who rarely misses 
a night of volunteering at the IWC, and over the past four years, his “little” has added up to “a lot.” 
Clements said he noticed that many of those who walked through the 
doors were carrying their possessions in lightweight, torn-up garbage bags. 
“It just really bothered me that people had everything they owned in bags,” 
he said. “I felt like something had to be done, even just a little bit.”

On the advice of a friend, Clements started frequenting thrift shops that 
offered “by-the-pound” purchases on suitcases, rolling bags and backpacks. 
Thanks to some crafty and discerning shopping, he found that he could 
purchase a high-quality, slightly used tote for about a dollar.

After securing permission from Transitions, Clements  started bringing 
them to the IWC for distribution to those in need of a more secure and waterproof backpack or bag. “It’s just a 
very small thing, but it fills a need,” he said. “It’s quite a deal – being able to help a person even though you 
are only spending one dollar.”

Since he started this initiative, Clements has distributed more than 400 items (and counting) to appreciative 
clients. It’s a big deal to us.
Nothing like community support
In November, Strobler Home 
Furnishings held a cleaning 
supply drive for Transitions, 
giving a 20 percent discount to 
customers who brought these 
items to the store, located on 
Forest Drive. Thanks to their 
generosity, Transitions has 
hundreds of dollars in Clorox, 
scrub brushes, and other items that will be  used in the 
dorms to keep them shiny and clean. Caroline Bird, a 
Strobler employee, is pictured with the supplies that 
were collected. A big thanks to assistant store 
manager Joanne Cook, who organized this initiative! 
Kameisha Myers



News from theDevelopment Team

In October, Scott and Evelyn Middleton welcomed 200+guests to The Venue on 
Main, for our major fundraiser of the year, Reconstructing Home. With the help of 
61 sponsors and 9 local restaurants, we raised more than $81,000 and paid almost 
$1,000 in commission to the Transitions client artists whose works were featured

As we wrap up the calendar year, there are a lot of exciting things to 
share with you.  In mid-September, we welcomed Cathy Cobbs to our 
team.  Cathy handles  both volunteer recruiting and engagement, while 
also helping with our annual events and social media efforts. 

In September, Washington Street United Methodist Church again hosted 
our Volunteer Leader Awards Luncheon, where we recognized our 
leading volunteers.  Midtown Fellowship was named faith-based Partner 
of the Year, Sandhills School was recognized as the Outstanding School 
Supporter, Eau Claire Cooperative Health Center received the Partner-in-
Excellence  Award, and  Lexington Medical Center was named the  
Business Benefactor of the Year. 

Michelle Willm, daughter of Claire Fort, presented the  Claire Fort Volunteer of the 
Year Award to Frank Bussey and the  Cathy Novinger Award, our top award each 
year, was presented to Bob Hill, by Cathy’s husband, Bob Novinger. 

Bob Hill (pictured)

Pictured: Cathy Cobbs (l), Elizabeth 
Igleheart (c), and Cecilia Newman (r)

in the art show and auction. This year, for the first 
time, we had an exhibit of client art at the Columbia 
Airport for 6 weeks leading up to the event. 

Hopefully client art selected for the 2018 show will 
be on display again next year, so keep an eye out 
when you fly through CAE. 

Mark your calendars now for Reconstructing Home 2018, October 11.

And while you have your calendars open, go ahead and mark May 6th for our second Chefs’ Feast. This year, 
Sarah Simmons, who has returned home to Columbia after taking the New York culinary world by storm with 
her restaurant Birds and Bubbles, will be helping to lead the planning of this celebrity chef event.  

In late August we introduced our new website, and kicked off our first comprehensive direct mail campaign. 
As a result of these activities and efforts, we are pleased to report that we have added 376 NEW supporters 
to our list. And our list of volunteers has grown to 1324 with more than 11,755 hours being donated to 
volunteer efforts here at Transitions between January 1st and November 20, 2017.

We have an exciting and fun list of activities as part of our “Ringing in the Holidays” celebration, which runs 
throughout the month of December. Volunteers and area organizations are leading a variety of events for 
our residents, including caroling, concerts and games. Thank you for your support!
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At Transitions, it takes only a little to do a whole lot of good.

$22 – gives a person 24 hours of full services at Transitions

$60 – provides a week of meals for two residents

$100 – supports job training or substance abuse recovery

$680 – sponsors a resident for one month

$2,112 – funds the cost of an average stay

Please give today by clicking on the QR code or visiting us at 

www.transitionssc.org/donate.

All of us at Transitions thank you for allowing us into your 

community and for supporting us with your financial gifts, 

no matter how large or how small.

Transitions

2025 Main Street 

Columbia, SC 29201

803.708.4861 (P) 

803.708.4803 (F)

www.transitionssc.org
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